


i

7 CYNTHLA REED

In one design, a platinum band curves around an imaginary finger to

golden boy

WHY THE HELL ISN'T ERIK STEWART FAMOUS YET?

rm an abstracted uppercase

"G," while a diamond floats in between. Another features the eternal spiral of a nautilus: 18-karat,
yellow gold coils to kiss a coloriess diamond or South Sea pearl. These rings doubt the laws of
physics, but the amazing part is that Arizona-born jewelry designer and gemologist Erik Stewart
patented both designs when he was 16. Now 25 and bursting with talent, it's even more amazing
that he's not as famous as Gauthler or Cornells Hollander, Yet,

Stewarl started designing accessories ot 13, His mother, a sewelry-
Fri@sing teacher 8t 8 Tucson recrestional center, dragged him along o
her adult-level dasses, There he pierced his frst pendent out of sheet
silver, but “anky mildly snjoyed It says Stewart.

It waEn't until he mace §3,000 at a Ssn Francisco art shaw that he
saw the potential. *1 Beed cresting somathéing with my hands, ceslng
customers smile, then them paving a iot of maney far it," he says.
Steweart started his certification st the Gemological [nstitute of Amarica
(G.LAY and tnen missed classes In Algh schoal, crisscrossing the
country with his partner’mom seling thedr designs. At the age of 20,
Stewart fnalky spit with his mother (*Mom had a big spending habit®)
and eventually mowec from Tucean to Tempe, whare ha currently livas.

That samse year, Stewart alsc coired the term “art for tha body,”
which perfectly describes hs nnovafive style, Stewart's woman's
collection ranges from etheread and arrate to unieEE contamparary,
while his men's collection nvokes stark industrial design that gives
way ta arganic curves ard surgrise fashes of biirg. Many of Stowart's
pleces display a sense of humar = colered diamonds paek from hidden
ghis, givmpg his jeweiry an anthrapamorphic gualty. And of cowrss, he's
always availabie for custom work.

Even as a child, Stewary worked exclusively in the finest matarials
“Mom let me work with gold, Thac & vislon and was very stubbarn aboul
what I wanted o show,™ ha savs, His prafarence far 950 Platirum ane
18-warat gold ower the “typically Amarican” 14-karat pald restricts tha
enjayment of his jewalry to troe ballers. [n sddition to being alite, thegs
choice materials aliow forthe Inclusan of intricete detad, Demacraticadly
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accammaodating all *$30,000 milllonaires,” Skewart w8 De launching
two silver lines at the Mowemiber 18 Arifest of Scobtsdale

Maturally obsereant [“Hy dad’'s an arch®fect, 50 s Inmy genes te pay
sttentian,” he says), Stewart mines inspiration fram nature, trassasl and
Mozart. “Whon I listen to music, T sao things,” Stowart s&ays. ™¥oud hoar
the notes af & piara, a Franch hoen ., pow, that's @n image,” Ha aven
S0 |deas i Past fead. The design For the wavy waman's ring “Pickies=
caema Lo him a6 M pickan thase green discs off his hamburger

Master jaweler and menior Weith Stevens describes Stewart as
"Ewcepthonal in termes of creativity) hes heghgoant & nal what ha can
personady do with his hands, but what ke car de with kis mind .~ This
skill AL compamants Stewart's carger goa's, which won't reguirg
him ta bl asay on & work hench, Instead, Stewart will creale an
intermatignal brand of Mnge jesery, which be will dasign and ckiers will
carry aut. Untll than, Stewart crafts esarything moependently; usag
cormpul e -aided design [CAD] Lo Tansfphin his skatches inld 30 models,
wihich he tham casts, labroates, ssssambles, sets snd chaprs, Ard how
daes hi mourd those gravity-delying diamunds? Thraugh mgemiity net
magic, "They're normal settings, just seen n & different way,” Stewar
2xplging,

Celefiramng hE Prot anmecardasy 88 &0 ndeperdent dedignes, thie
ceitified graduale gemdlogi=d is =0l working bo escape Lhe rarks of
starving a~tist .., "Bt I'm pot that starving,” be says. "I | can afford 8
JEwslry business. than [ can get by, ['m not 8 painter.”

wiww erikstewartjewalry.com | 480,734, 7805
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